
1

Clean Drain Dry
Certification 

Requirements

Adirondack Lakes Alliance Conference
August 5, 2022

The Adirondack Almanack
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Overview
• Clean, Drain, Dry Regulations
 Nav Law
 DEC/Parks Launches
 Article 9-1710

• New Amendment 1711
Requirements
Designated inspection locations

www.dos.ny.gov
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Regulatory Efforts

• Amendment to Article 3 of the Navigation 
Law – “AIS spread prevention signs at 
public boat launches”

• 6 NYCRR Part 59.4 (DEC) & 9 NYCRR 
Part 377.1 (Parks) – “AIS spread 
prevention regulations for boat 
launching/retrieving at DEC and Parks-
owned sites”
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Article 9-1710
• Cleaning, draining, and treating 

(i.e. drying and rinsing) must be 
done statewide for all watercraft 
types before launching into a 
public waterbody

• ECO’s have discretionary 
authority to enforce the law

• Watercraft and floating docks are 
exempt when re-launched or 
installed from same waterbody 
without having been launched or 
installed in another waterbody
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Article 9-1710 “Public waters”
“Waters” or “waters of the state” shall be construed to include 
lakes, bays, sounds, ponds, impounding reservoirs, springs, 
wells, rivers, streams, creeks, estuaries, marshes, inlets, 
canals, the Atlantic ocean within the territorial limits of the state 
of New York and all other bodies of surface or underground 
water, natural or artificial, inland or coastal, fresh or salt, public 
or private (except those private waters which do not combine or 
effect a junction with natural surface or underground waters), 
which are wholly or partially within or bordering the state or 
within its jurisdiction. ECL 17-0105(2)
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Amendment to Article 9-1710 and Addition 
of 9-1711
- Effective Area: Adirondack Park and launch areas within ten 

miles of the Blue Line
- Required Users: boaters with motorized watercraft

- Receive certification card from steward after inspection 
and, if needed, decontamination at designated 
inspection locations

- Can self-certify at home and bring self-certification 
document to launch
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Designated Inspection Stations 2022
• Covered by Adirondack 

Watershed Institute under 
DEC contract

• DEC/Parks launch or DOT 
roadside location

• Except Colton and Star 
Lake/Clifton Fine (Towns)

Adirondack Watershed Institute
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All Watercraft
Are still required to Clean. Drain. Dry.

- kayaks, canoes, row boats
- floating docks
- seaplanes
- floats

All these watercraft can get self-certified or a cert card but only 
motorized boats are required by law to have a self-certification 
document or cert card

The Adirondack Almanack
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The Stewards’ Role at Designated 
Inspection Stations
• Educate, do not enforce
• Avoid confrontation 
 Stewards do record boat 

registration numbers
• Provide regulation documents 

to boaters
• Provide certification cards
• Tell ECO’s or Park Police of 

violations at launches

Adirondack Watershed Institute
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Boaters visiting same location
• Only need a dated self-

certification document for 
that lake

• Or a dated cert card for that 
lake

Adirondack.net
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Resources
Boat Steward webpage:

- self-cert document
- FAQ sheet
- list of designated 
inspection locations
- interactive mapper for 
steward and decon
locations
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Designated Inspection Stations
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Self-certification Document

• Print out at home
• Take preventive measures
• Fill out and sign
• Bring to boat launch



14

Certification Card (Draft)
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Frequently Asked 
Questions Sheet
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Cathy McGlynn
AIS Coordinator
Invasive Species Coordination Section
Bureau of Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health 
catherine.mcglynn@dec.ny.gov

Thank you!

Blue Mountain Boat Livery
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